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MEETING OF THE SELECTION BOARD FOR PARTICIPANTS FROM INDIGENOUS ORGANIZATIONS COVERED BY THE SPECIFIC FUND
(Presented at the meeting of October 15, 2009)

The teleconference convened by the Department of International Law began at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 13. 


Taking part in the meeting were Ambassador José Pinelo, Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and Johanna Salah and Luis Toro Utillano of the Department of International Law. 


The following regional representatives, whose participation is already assured through the same Specific Fund, were contacted by phone:
· Jaime Enrique Arias, from Colombia, representing South America
· Carlos Chex, from Guatemala, representing Central America
· Charles Williams, from Dominica, representing the Caribbean
· Rex Lee Jim, from Arizona, United States, representing North America (Mr. Lee Jim was contacted at 12:35 p.m.).

Luis Toro Utillano, Principal Legal Officer of the Department of International Law, explained the methodology and noted that one representative per country would be chosen, except in the cases of Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala and Peru, each of which would have two representatives, given the relatively high density of their indigenous populations. The Secretariat suggested that this year, for the same reasons, Brazil should also have two representatives, a proposal that was accepted by consensus.

At the suggestion of Mr. Charles Williams, representing the Caribbean, in future the Department of International Law will request more information regarding the indigenous organizations applying to participate (number of members, when they were founded, and so on).

Luis Toro Utillano acted as facilitator, interpreting simultaneously into the two languages and reminding participants of candidates that had attended on previous occasions. He also welcomed the applications of countries that had not previously participated, such as: Uruguay, Venezuela, and the Dominican Republic. He also explained that legal advice had been sought in the case of Honduras, given the current ban on that country’s participation in OAS activities. It was pointed out that the representative was not part of the de facto government, but rather a member of an indigenous organization.

They then proceeded to select the beneficiaries from among 131 applicants:

For South America, there were 77 applicants, of whom 15 were selected as beneficiaries.
· Five applicants were from Argentina, one of whom was selected, namely Natalia Silvina Sarapura, of the Consejo de Organizaciones Aborígenes de Jujuy
· Of nine applicants from Bolivia, two were selected: Sergio Rosario Hinojosa Singuri, of the Consejo Nacional de Ayllus Markas del Qullasuyu -CONAMAQ and Adolfo Chávez Beyuma, of the Confederación de Pueblos Indígenas de Bolivia (the Chair promised to make arrangements for Alejandro Chipana Yahuita to participate through the Indigenous Fund). Mr. Chávez was elected by consensus and Mr. Hinojosa by a vote of three to two. 
· Of five applicants from Brazil, two were selected: Azelene Inácio, whose candidacy was submitted by Warã Instituto Indígena Brasileirto, Instituto Kame, Associacão dos Estudantes Insígenas Kainkán e Guaraní - AIKG, Coordenação e Articulacão dos Povos Insígenas da Região SUL-COAPIRS) and Sebastiao Alves Rodrigues Manchinery, of the Coordenacao das Organizacoes Indigenas de Amazonia
· Of the five candidates from Chile, one was selected: Magdalena Choque Blanco, of the Comisión Aymara de Defensa del Medio Ambiente de la Provincia de Arica Parinacota "CADMA"
· Of the five candidates from Colombia, one was selected: Ana Manuela Ochoa Arias, of the Organización Nacional Indígena de Colombia, ONIC
· Of ten applicants from Ecuador, two were selected: Raúl Clemente Ilachique Licta, of the Circunscripción Territorial Indígena y Gobierno Autónomo de Tigua CITIGAT and Teresa Jimbicti Pandama, of Consejo Nacional de Mujeres  Indígenas del Ecuador
· Of the two applicants from Paraguay, one was selected: Vidal Servín García, of the Coordinadora de Líderes Indígenas del Bajo Chaco 
· Of 27 applicants from Peru, two were selected: Heraclio Hugo Tacuri Huamani, of the Confederación de Nacionalidades Indígenas del Perú and Miguel Palacín Quispe, of the Coordinadora Nacional de Defensa y Desarrollo de Pueblos Indígenas del Perú -ONDEPIP
· Of the two applicants from Uruguay, one was selected: Ana María Barbosa Oyanarte, of the Consejo de la Nación Charrúa de Uruguay (CONACHA)
· Of the four candidates from Suriname, one was selected: Josien Aloema-Tokoe of the Organization of Indigenous Peoples in Suriname (OIS)
· Of the three candidates from Venezuela, one was selected: Carlos Eduardo Somera Gómez, of the Consejo Continental de la Gran Nación de los Pueblos Indígenas de Abya Yala

For Central America, there were 40 applicants, of whom 9 were selected as beneficiaries:
· For Belize, there was only one candidate and she was selected: Anita Felicia Tzec, of the Instituto Maya de Belice 
· Of the four candidates from Costa Rica, one was selected: Hugo Lázaro Estrada, of the Mesa Nacional Indígena de Costa Rica
· Of the five candidates from El Salvador, one was selected: Jesús Amadeo Mertínez Guzmán, of the Consejo Coordinador Nacional Indígena Salvadoreño, CCNIS
· Of eight applicants from Guatemala, two were selected: Rigoberto Antonio García Maldonado of the Consejo de Organizaciones por la Observancia y Verificación de los Derechos de los Pueblos Indígenas en Guatemala and Arnoldo Yat Coc, of the Asociación Estoreña para el Desarrollo Integral, AEPDI
· Of the six candidates from Honduras, one was selected: Edgardo Benítez Maclin, of the Alianza Sustentabilidad Ecológica y Justicia Social (Alianza Verde)
· Of the three candidates from Mexico, one was selected: Celerino Felipe Cruz, of the Red Interdisciplinaria de Investigadores de los Pueblos Indios de México Asociación Civil
· Of the 6 candidates from Nicaragua, one was selected: Hazel Law, a judge on the Corte de Apelaciones de la Region Autónoma (NAAR) 
· Of the seven candidates from Panama, one was selected: Héctor Huertas G, of the Congreso General Kuna

For the Caribbean, there were 4 applicants, of whom 3 were selected as beneficiaries:
· There was one candidate from Barbados and he was selected: Damon Corie, of the United Confederation of Taino People
· There was one candidate from the Dominican Republic and she was selected: Clenis Tavarez María, of Guabancex Viento y Agua
· There was one candidate from Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and he was selected: Paul Lewis, of the St. Vincent Calinago Foundation.

The candidate from Saint Lucia was not accepted, by consensus of all the members of the Selection Board, because he  – Mr. Albert Deterville – had excluded himself from the Conclave.
For North America, 10 candidacies were submitted, and of those candidates three were selected as beneficiaries:
· There were four candidates from Canada, of whom one was selected: Ronald Lameman, of the Confederancy of Treaty Six First Nations
· There were six candidates from the United States, two of whom were selected: Liselote Naniki Reyes Ocasio, of the United Confederation of Taino People and June Lorenzo, of Pueblo of Laguna (for the latter participant, the Chair suggested using what was left of funds already set aside).

All in all, 30 participants, 18 men and 12 women, were selected from 24 countries. The participation of the four members of the Selection Board will also be financed.
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